
 
TOPS Summer Reading Expectations for AP English Literature and Composition 

2021-2022 

All students enrolled in AP English Literature and Composition at TOPS for the 2021-2022 school year will be 
required to participate in Summer Reading. Students will choose two books from the following list to read this 
summer.  Students will write a literary essay with each of the chosen novels in August once school begins. Students 
transferring to TOPS for the spring semester will be given time to complete the readings.  If you have questions 
about Summer Reading, please contact Mrs. Kelly Vance. 

Choose two novels to read.  

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their Eyes Were Watching God brings to 
life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print for 
almost thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black female protagonist—Hurston’s 
classic has since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in the canon of 
African-American literature. 
 
There, There by Tommy Orange 
Tommy Orange’s wondrous and shattering bestselling novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: 
all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize. Among 
them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, 
pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow to honor his memory. Fourteen-year-
old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the very first time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of the 
plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty 
and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and heroism.  
 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
Great Expectations is a bildungsroman, or a coming-of-age novel, and it is a classic work of Victorian literature. It 
depicts the growth and personal development of an orphan named Pip. The novel contains some of Dickens most 
memorable scenes, including its opening, in a graveyard, when the young orphan Pip is accosted by the escaped 
convict, Abel Magwitch. Great Expectations is a graphic book, full of extreme imagery, poverty, prison ships ("the 
hulks"), barriers and chains, and fights to the death. 
 
Picture of Dorian Gray- by Oscar Wilde  
First published as a serial story in the July 1890 issue of Lippincott's Monthly Magazine, the editors feared the story 
was indecent, and without Wilde's knowledge, deleted five hundred words before publication. Despite that 
censorship, The Picture of Dorian Gray offended the moral sensibilities of British book reviewers, some of whom 
said that Oscar Wilde merited prosecution for violating the laws guarding the public morality. In response, Wilde 
aggressively defended his novel and art in correspondence with the British press.  
 

 
Summaries provided by Amazon. 
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